May 16th, 1962

Hon., Paxton Blalr
Selicitor CGenersl
Btate of New York
 Albany, New York

Hen, Desar 8ir:

. We would appreciate receliving from you a
written opinion as to the following gqueetions:

1. On November 3rd, 1980 an Assessor in the
Town of Carmel was eleetad for a foure
year term, whieh would have sxpired on
December 3lat, 1963. During the yeur
1981 this Aesessor resigned and in the
General Elsction; held in Novewber of
1961, an Assessor was eélected., The ballot
had inaribed on the faoe of it "Assessor
Unexpired Term". At the sawe general
election ancother dssessor in the ssme town
ran for a designated two-ysar term. Be=
cause of the posszible error on the ballot,
‘wWe are now net sure of the expiration
date of the term of office of the man
slected under the designated unexpired
term, His term would have been ons of the
four-yéar terms under the normal designa~
tion. We are enclosing a obpy of & sample
ballot, weed in lagt Fall's election, for
your perusal, and would appreciate your
advice, as aforesald, regarding the term
of office of the person in question.

€. A simllar question has srlsen with refere
ence to the elesotlon of a Coroner, During
the year 1961 an incumbent Coroner, whose
term of offlce would have ended December
51, 1962, died. At the General Election
last November & new Coroner was &lected,
and we would appreciamte your opinion as to
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whether or not he was eleeted for & full
three-ysar term, or only for the balance
of the un-expired term of his predacessor,

In this instance, the enaloaeﬁ sample
ballot, under line #7, lndicates the vote
should be for "Qoroner! snd makes no
mention of the words "Unexpired Term",
appears under line #l4, which was the 11ne
used for the Assessor, which is more partie
sularly deseribed in paragraph 1 of this
letter.

: In view of the fact that Party Designations
miat be {iled by the Board of Hlections by May 20th, 1962,
in accordance with the Election Law, the undersigned would
apprecliate it if you will be kind enoughi to gilve this
matter your prompt ettentlon, as time 1s of the essence.

Very truly yours,

BOARD OF RLECTIONS

Commissionera of Election -
Irwin ¥, Katz, President
Frank ¢. Bowers, Jr., Secretary

FOB-INE
wm
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STATE OF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF L.LAW

Louis J. LEFKOWITZ ALBANY 1, N. Y.
ATTORNEY GENERAL

May 25, ‘1962

Commissionersof Election

Irwin M. Katz, President

Frank C. Bowers, Jr., Secretary
‘Board of Elections

County of Putnam

Carmel, New York

Dear Sirs:

This is in reply to your letter of May 16,
1962. You state that three assessors were elected
at the general election held November 7, 1961. On
the ballot above the names of the candidates, the
following was printed:

12 J13 14
Assessor Assessor Assessor
(4 years) (2 years)  Unexpired Term

‘You ask whether the designation "Unexpired
Term" is effective so that the elected assessor's
term is for the unexpired term of his predecessor,
which term would have expired on December 31, 1963,
or whether his term is for four years..

Section 105 of the Election Law provides in
part that "if two or more candidates are nominated for
the same office for different terms, the term for which
each 1s nominated shall be printed as a part of the
title of the office." Thus it appears that the desig-
nation of the term of office is an essential part of
the title of the office.

In the present situation the term of office was
printed on the ballot as a part of the title of the
office. As a result, it is my opinion that the person



Irwin M. Katz, President
Frank C. Bowers, Jr., Secretary -#2

elected to the office designated on the ballot as
MAssessor - Unexpired Term" was elected for the un-
expired term of his predecessor, which term expires
on December 31, 1963,

In regard to your second gquestion concerning
the election of a person to fill a vacancy in the office
of coroner, I am enclosing a copy of an opinion of this
Department (1942 Atty. Gen. 360), which ruled that a
person so elected holds office for a full three-year
term, '

The Attorney General is authorized to render
official opinions only to agencies of the State govern-
ment. The foregoing, therefore, is furnished informally
and unofficially, and I trust that it will be of some
service in respect to your inquiry.

Very truly vyours,

LOUIS J. LEFKOWITZ

HERBERT H. SMITH
Assistant Attorney General

enc.

| ; I
:l CrunTY Law, § 180. 1(0 W "f; /’f;g/y{)
f Peraon elected to fill vacancy. in office of coroner is elected for full three
year term. s .

<} am in receipt of your letter of July 7 advising that Horace G.
Baldwin, a coroner for the county of Greene, whose terms of office
would have expired December 31, 1344, died on or sbout June 9,
1942 and that an appointment has been made by the Governor to

* . 1l the vacancy until December 31, 1942. You request advice as to
‘thether the coroner to be elected at the coming general election will

g their election.’’ Y _
It has been held in several opinions of the Attorney-Gieneral that a
gerson elested to fill a vacancy in the office of coroner has the right
’;golgolgsguelh 9331(:,; gor 3 Of.éuli terriné Bea 50pinions A, Q. 1911, 578;
, 587 ; 1803, 376; 1 68 1893, 345.
It is my opinion that A (?M to"bé éi%d?i?ﬂ'our county at
the general election will be elected for a full three-year term from

January 1, 1943. ~ ALNROD HVNLH&
Dated : July 15, 1942 3I430 SNOULIINI 40 (T4Y08

Boanp or Erecrions, Catskill,

Q374



Jnly 9 l?éa.

Hon, Frank R. Bavbarita
Demoevatie County Chalrmin
Garmaz, qu York,

Dear Mr. B&ﬁbarit&:

o In an;gpiniam giveu;ﬁy.hhé Attaﬁn&y-g@nqrul to this
office, only one Corensr 18 to bs elested in the forthooming
Genéral Elesiion. When & Coronar is slected to £111 a vasansy
~he 1is elected for a full three year term.

. Very truly yeurs,

G@mmiasianeﬁg of Electliona



COUNTY OFFICERS OF PUTNAM CCUNTY-1962

MEMBER OF ASSEMBLY TERM ELECTED EXPTRATION
Willis H. Stephens 2 years Nov. 8/60 Dec. 31/62

COUNTY JUDGE & SURROGATE

Fred A. Dickinson 6 years Nov. 7/61 Dec. 31/67
SHERIFF
Frank Lyden 3 years Nov. 8/60 Dec. 31/63

COUNTY CLERK
C., William Rich 3 years Nov. 3/59 Dec. 31/62

COUNTY TREASURER :
David D. Bruen 3 years Nov. 8/60 Dec. 31/63

DISTRICT ATTORNEY
Howard A. Thomsen 3 years Nov. 7/61 Dec. 31/64

COMMISSIONER OF WELFARE

Elizabeth L. Smith 3 years Nov. 7/61 Dec. 31/64

CORONERS !

John DelCampo 3 years Nov. 7/61 ‘ Dec. 31/¢4

Frank C. Genovese 3 years Nov. 3/59 Dec. 31/62

Robert S. Cleaver 3 years Nowv. 8/60 ' Dec. 31/63

Robert Seitz 3 years Nov. 8/60 " Dec. 31/63
APPOINTMENTS

SUPT, OF HIGHWAYS

Gerald J. Qram 4 years May 11/58 May 11/62

SEALER QF WGTS. AND MEASURES

Erling B. Abel - None

COMMISSIONERS QOF ELECTIONS _

Irwin M. Katz, Pres. : 2 years Jan. 1/61 Dec. 31/62

Frank C. Bowers, Jr., Sec.* Mar.l6/61 Dec. 31/62

*Unexpired term of Joseph E. Vankeuren

CLERK OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Denald B. Race

COUNTY ATTORNEY
Scl Kroill 2 years

DEPUTY COQUNTY TREASURER
Mathew Marrone




